
Date: 08/18 

Prayer Letter Update: 

 This has been a great two months of getting back on the full-time deputation trail after our 
recent survey trip. God has really blessed in setting up meetings! We will still be in Oregon till the end 
of August, at which point we will head to the East Coast for two months before returning to the West 
Coast again. We will be in Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, North Carolina, West Virginia, and 
Maryland if I have remembered all of the states.  Praise the Lord, we are now at 60% of our support!  

 Last month, we had the opportunity to be part of our home church’s Backyard Bible Clubs 
outreach in our community. Various teams spread out across parks and member’s yards to conduct a 
week long children’s evangelism campaign. We were part of my mother-in-law’s team, and I praise the 
Lord for the opportunity to lead two Middle School boys to the Lord -  Christian and Isaac. Once they 
understood their need for a Savior, they each personally prayed and ask God to save them. I marvel at 
the simplicity of the Gospel and how joyous it is when an individual gets it enough to pray themselves 
and get their eternity settled. It never gets old! 

 Another opportunity we get to be a part of is Youth Camp, which we leave for tomorrow 
morning bright and early. We will be counselors with our youth group, and head off to a spiritually 
challenging week at Mt Zion Baptist Camp in CA. We look forward to what the Lord will do this year! A 
great group is going - 40 something campers! The new youth pastor has a tremendous heart to see 
young people give their lives to the Lord and make their lives count for eternity. No doubt we will be 
able to share some of what God did this week in our next prayer letter.  

 As promised, on the next page you will find a few pictures from our survey trip. Kelsie has 
been working hard on her Mandarin, and I have been researching the Rukai tribe and language as 
best as I can. I have learned several interesting facts about the people, culture, and language, which 
has been an unexpected blessing as we are not in Taiwan at the moment. Another big help has been a 
friend in Taiwan who has provided on-the-ground help in this research and been in contact with me 

about his findings. He has been a big blessing to us. He is also the individual who will take over my 
parent’s current work as pastor not too long from now Lord willing. As such, he will be a good national 
friend in the ministry when we finally get to the field and dig in. May that day come soon! 
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Duona Village - A wild formosan boar, captured for eating (or ceremony?) This is an animal 
indigenous to Taiwan only, and is a vital game animal for Rukai tribes people. A symbol of 
strength, boar tusks and headdresses made from boar bristles are an important symbol of the 
successful hunter. The way they cook the meat on slabs of slate is also incredibly delicious!

Duona Village - In the same village, the ruins of a trophy wall, positioned on a hill overlooking 
the village, where certain men’s lodges and warriors-only areas were situated. This wall served 
to display the skulls of enemies taken in combat. Headhunting was vital to the tribal way of 
life. For men, taking heads improved an individual’s social status. Taking five or more resulted 
in special tattoos on the chest, forehead and chin that guaranteed entrance into the after life. 
For women, being an expert weaver and weaving satchels used to carry back severed heads 
resulted in special tattoos on the cheeks and backs of hands carrying the same import. Head 
hunting was common until the 1930’s, with reports continuing into the 1950’s in remote places 
like this.




